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THE SUBTLETIES 
OF TRUE SEVA 


WHAT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD 
BEFORE SERVING 
yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya 
varttate kama-caratah 


nasa siddhim avapnoti 
na sukham na param gatim 


Srimad Bhagavad-gita (16.23) 


He who discards the injunctions of the 
scriptures and acts according to his whimsical 
desires, attains neither perfection, happiness, 
nor the supreme destination. 


A person who renders service in a com- 
pletely independent mood without accept- 
ing any guidance does not render true service 
to the Vaisnavas or Bhagavan; rather, he 
endeavors only to gratify his own senses. Such 
a person is known as svecchacari, or a person 
who acts only according to his own desires. 

Before beginning any service, one 


must understand the moods and desires of 


the sevya (object of service). It is only after 
gaining such an understanding that one’s 
service can truly please the sevya and even be 
called seva. Otherwise, one’s service is simply 
svecchacarita (an act of independence). It is 
often seen that a person repeatedly insists that 


a Vaisnava accepts his service. Although this 


person's service may not be pleasing to the 
Vaisnava, the Vaisnava allows him to continue 
performing it, so that the person can fulfill his 
desire and the Vaisnava can avoid any further 
disturbance. The person may gain some feeling 
of acceptance and the chance to perform his 
desired activity, but this activity can never be 
considered true service. 


INDEPENDENT ACTIVITIES LEAD 
TO GREAT DISTURBANCES 
sruti-smrti-puranadi- 
pancaratra-vidhim vina 
aikantiki harer bhaktir 
utpatayaiva kalpate 


Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhu (1.2.101) 


A person creates only disturbances by 
disregarding the regulations given in the Sruti, 
Smrti, Puranas and Narada-pancaratra, even if 
his service is one-pointed to Sri Hari. 


Ekantika-bhakti (single-pointed devotion) 
by definition means to render service in a 
manner pleasing to one’s most worshipful 
object of service. Therefore, only activities 


pleasing to the sevya can be designated as 
service. 


ONE ACTIVITY, TWO CATEGORIES: 
LABOR AND SEVA 


Bhagavan Acarya and Madhavi-devi 
are the eternal associates of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. Once, on the instructions of 
Bhagavan Acarya, Chota Haridasa carried a 
bag of rice on his head from Puri to the house 
of Madhavi deviat Alalanatha, and in exchange 
brought rice from her house back to the home 
of Bhagavan Acarya, who later cooked that 
rice and offered it to Sriman Mahaprabhu. As 
soon as Sriman Mahaprabhu took the rice, he 
inquired about its source. When Bhagavan 
Acarya told Him Chota Haridasa had brought 
it from the house of Madhavi-devi, He praised 
the rice and externally appeared untroubled, 
but internally was highly displeased. Upon 
returning to His residence, He immediately 
instructed His personal servant, Govinda 
Prabhu, to bar Chota Haridasa from visiting 
Him. That is why Sri Jagadananda Pandita 
has mentioned in Prema-vivarta (8.7), “gopanete 
atyacdra gora dhare curi—even if you misbehave 
in secret, Gaura will catch you.” A person may 
be able to hide his immoral behavior from the 
whole world, but Gauranga Mahaprabhu will 
surely catch him, because He is omniscient, 


A PERSON WHO 
RENDERS SERVICE 

IN A COMPLETELY 
INDEPENDENT 
MOOD WITHOUT 
ACCEPTING ANY 
GUIDANCE DOES 
NOT RENDER TRUE 
SERVICE TO THE 
VAISNAVAS OR 
BHAGAVAN; RATHER, 
HE ENDEAVORS ONLY 
TO GRATIFY HIS 
OWN SENSES. 


At first glance, Chota Haridasa’s carrying 
rice on his head all the way from Puri to 
Alalanatha and back appears to be an act 
of service. But because this activity was 
unpleasing to Sriman Mahaprabhu, it was 
not even considered karma; rather, it was 
merely physical labor. Had Mahaprabhu been 
pleased with this activity, it would have been 
considered bhakti. 


DISPLEASING THE OBJECT OF SERVICE IS 
THE RESULT OF MIXING SERVICE WITH 
PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES. 


Whatthen was Chota Haridasa’s mistake? 
Without mentioning any details, Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu made it very clear that Chota 
Haridasa had done something against the 
prescribed rules and regulations of his asrama: 


prabhu kahe—vairdgi kare prakrti sambhasana 
dekhite na parod ami tahara vadana 


Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “I cannot see 
the face of a renunciate who [with lust] speaks 
to women, | 
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durvara indriya kare visaya-grahana 
daru prakrti hare munerapl mana 


$i Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 2.117-118) 


“It js so difficult to check the senses from 
grasping objects of enjoyment, that a wooden 
statue of a woman steals the mind of even a 
saintly person. 


ksudra-jiva saba markata-vairagya kariya 
indriya cardiya bule ‘prakyti sambhasiya 


Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Antya-lila 2.120) 


“There are many persons with little in their 
possession who accept the renounced order 
of life like monkeys. They go here and there 
engaging in sense gratification and speaking 
intimately with women.” 


prabhu kahe,—“mora vasa nahe mora mana 
prakyti-sambhast vairagi na kare darsana 


$yi Caitanya-caritampta (Antya-lila 2.124) 


He further said “My mind is not under My 
control. Ir does not like to see anyone in the 
renounced order who talks intimately with 
women.” 


‘naridasa kaha? jadi srivasa puchila 7 
‘sva-karma-phala-bhuk puman’—prabhu uttara dila 


When Srivasa Pandita inquired from Sn 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, “Where Is Chota 
Haridasa?” The Lord replied, “A person is sure 
to achieve the results of his karma.” 


tabe érivasa tara vrttanta kahila 
jaiche sankalpa, jaiche trivent pravesila 


érivasa Pandita then related the details of 
Haridasa’s decision and his entering the waters 
at the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and 


Sarasvatl. 


guni’ prabhu hasi’ kahe suprasanna citta 
‘yrakrti darsana koile et prayascitta’ 


§ri Caitanya-caritamyta (Antya-lila 2.163-165) 


When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu heard these 
details, He smiled in a pleased mood and 
said, “If with sensual intentions one looks at 
women, this is the only process of atonement.” 


Although the details have not mentioned 
byany ofour previousacaryas, Srila Prabhupada 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvat1 Thakura—who is 
an acdrya in the true line of Srila Krsnadasa 
Kaviraja Gosvami and who is an eternal 
associate of Sriman Mahaprabhu, and thereby 
omniscient like Him—explained in detail 
why Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu externally 
rejected Chota Haridasa. Srila Prabhupada 
showed in his Sat-siksa Pradarsani (spiritual 
education exhibition) that Madhavi-devi, 
an elderly devotee advanced in devotional 
service and one among the three-and-a-half 
associates of Sriman Mahaprabhu, had a 
young maidservant in her home. It was this 
maidservant with whom Chota Haridasa had 
glanced upon with lusty eyes, through which 
he ‘spoke’ intimately. 


RESTRICTIONS IN ACCEPTING SERVICE 


Through this pastime, Sr Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu has clearly demonstrated how 
the mere touch of a sense enjoyer effects the 
sidhaka. If even uncooked grains carry the 
sentiment and consciousness of those who 
touch them, then what can be said of offerings 
cooked by a non-devotee or by persons with 


THE SUBTLETIES OF TRUE SEVA 


material desires? It is for this reason that our 
acaryas have advised us to remain very careful 
about what we accept from others. In Hindi it 
is said, “jaisa khayoge anna, vaisa banega mana— 
one develops the consciousness present in 
the grains he eats.” Elsewhere, Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu also mentioned: 


visayira anna khaile malina haya mana 
malina mana haile nahe krsnera smarana 


Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lild 6,278) 


If eaten, the grains ofa materialist contaminate 
the mind. A contaminated mind cannot 
remember Krsna. 


Sriman Mahaprabhu was so sensitive to 
these subtle points that He could immediately 
recognize the mood present in the rice 
offering. Although an ordinary person may 
not be so advanced that he can identify the 
subtle consciousness present in an offering 
made by a materialistic person, the effect does 
in fact exist, and one must certainly bear the 
reactions. Therefore, if we truly wish to remain 
sincere in our efforts in bhakti, we should 
simply follow the teachings of our guru-vargas 
while recognizing our inability to properly 
understand the consciousness of those 
offering us food. 


A LESSON ABOUT THE PROPER 
CONSCIOUSNESS FOR SERVICE 


Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami has 
mentioned that Chota Haridasa is not to 
be considered a person with lusty desires. 
In fact, he is an eternal associate of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and through him, 
Sriman Mahaprabhu imparted several useful 
teachings to us, as mentioned in the pastime 
above. 


mahaprabhu—krpa-sindhu, ke pare bujhite? 
priya bhakte danda karena dharma bujhdaite 
Sri Caitanya-catiramyta (Antya-lila 2. 143) 


Sriman Mahaprabhu is an ocean of mercy. 
Who can understand Him? In chastising His 


dear devotees, He establishes dharma.o 


THERE ARE MANY 
PERSONS WITH LITTLE 
IN THEIR POSSESSION 
WHO ACCEPT 

THE RENOUNCED 
ORDER OF LIFE LIKE 
MONKEYS. THEY GO 
HERE AND THERE 
ENGAGING IN SENSE 
GRATIFICATION AND 
SPEAKING INTIMATELY 
WITH WOMEN. 
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